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THE RUSSO-TURKISH WAR, 1877-1878
Rumania was destined by geography to play the unenviable part of furnishing the base of Russian military operations against European Turkey, and St. Petersburg hastened to make necessary arrangements with Bucharest. Negotiations between the two governments had been carried on in a dilatory fashion since November, 1876. The chief stumbling block was Alexander's well known desire to recover the portions of Bessarabia lost after the Crimean War. Rumania's public opinion was opposed to the cession of these provinces, and many of her leaders preferred neutrality or an anti-Russian alliance with Vienna, London, or even Constantinople, to collaboration with the Muscovites. The imminence of the Russo-Turkish War and of the invasion of Rumania by the Russians put an end to these hesitations. On April 16, 1877, N.S., Russia and Rumania signed two conventions, one military and the other political. The military convention regulated the passage of Russian troops through Rumanian territory, the use of railways, and kindred matters. The political convention bound Russia "to maintain and respect the political rights of the Rumanian state ... as well as to maintain and defend the actual integrity (integrite actuelle) of Rumania/' The Porte retaliated by declaring war, and on May 21, N.S., Rumania proclaimed her independence. At first, however, St. Petersburg discouraged Prince Charles from joining in the fighting. "Russia," Gorchakov tartly informed Bucharest in May, "does not need the assistance of the Rumanian army/' It was not until the severe reversals of midsummer that, at the urgent request of the Grand Duke Nicholas, the Rumanian troops took the field.
The war was fought simultaneously in the Danube-Balkan area and in Transcaucasia; of the two fronts the European was by far the more important. At the outbreak of hostilities Grand Duke Nicholas, commander in chief of the Danubian army, had under his command some 190,000 men, including 145,000 combatant troops, and approximately 500 guns; the trained or partly trained reserves comprised another 150,000 men and 200 guns. The Russian army in the Caucasus under Grand Duke Michael numbered some 60,000 troops with an approximately equal number in reserve battalions. Another 70,000 men and 200 guns were assigned to the defense of the Black Sea coast. The strength of the Turkish army in Europe was estimated at 300,000;